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John 18:1-14

THE REAL JESUS
OF EASTER

1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples 
across the brook Kidron, where there was a garden (Gethsemane, Mount 
of Olives), which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed 
him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. 3 So 

Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the 
chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and 

weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came 
forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered him, 
“Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed 

him, was standing with them. 6 When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they 
went backward and fell to the ground. 7 So he asked them again, “Whom 
do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told 
you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” 9 This was to fulfill 

the word that he had spoken: “Of those whom you gave me I have lost 
not one.” 10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the 
high priest's servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant's name was 

Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I 
not drink the cup that the Father has given me?”

1 When Jesus had spoken these 
words, he went out with his 

disciples across the brook Kidron, 
where there was a garden, which 

he and his disciples entered.
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2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, 
also knew the place, for Jesus 

often met there with his disciples.

3 So Judas, having procured a 
band of soldiers and some officers 

from the chief priests and the 
Pharisees, went there with 
lanterns and torches and 

weapons.

4 Then Jesus, knowing all that 
would happen to him, came 

forward and said to them, “Whom 
do you seek?”
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5 They answered him, “Jesus of 
Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I 

am he.”

Judas, who betrayed him, was 
standing with them. 6 When 

Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they 
went backward and fell to the 

ground.

6 When Jesus said to them, “I am 
he,” they went backward and fell 

to the ground.
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7 So he asked them again, “Whom 
do you seek?” And they said, 
“Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus 

answered, “I told you that I am he. 
So, if you seek me, let these men 

go.”

9 This was to fulfill the word that 
he had spoken: “Of those whom 

you gave me I have lost not one.”

10 Then Simon Peter, having a 
sword, drew it and struck the high 

priest's servant and cut off his 
right ear. (The servant's name was 

Malchus.)
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11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your 
sword into its sheath; shall I not 

drink the cup that the Father has 
given me?”

What Does God Want Us 
to Get Right about Jesus?

Three Realizations

The Real Jesus is to be 
Taken Seriously.

3 So Judas, having procured a band 
of soldiers and some officers from 

the chief priests and the Pharisees, 
went there with lanterns and 

torches and weapons.
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The Real Jesus Felt the 
Pain.

Matthew 26
39 he fell on his face and prayed, 

saying, “My Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me

How Did Jesus Feel about 
His Impending 

Crucifixion?

4 Clues

Jesus Was Desperately Sorrowful.

Mark 14
34 Then he said to them, “My soul is 

very sorrowful, even to death
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Jesus Pleaded to be Spared.

Matthew 26  
39 he fell on his face and prayed, 

saying, “My Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me

Jesus’ Body Revolted Phycially.

Luke 22
44 And being in agony he prayed 

more earnestly; and his sweat 
became like great drops of blood 

falling down to the ground.

Jesus Dreaded What Lay Ahead.

Hebrews 12  
2 endured the cross, despising the 

shame
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The Real Jesus
Could Have Said No.

6 When Jesus said to them, “I am 
he,” they went backward and fell 

to the ground.

How Do We Know Jesus was in Charge?

o The Place – Familiar, Predictable, Known
o The Force – Large, Loud, Visible
o Jesus – Knew What Would Happen
o Jesus – Initiates Contact
o Jesus – Speaks First.  Moves Things Along.
o Jesus – Boldly Identifies Himself
o Jesus – Stops His Defenders

Now That You Know the 
Real Jesus . . .

Live Changed by It.


