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DANIEL 5:1-30

3elshazzar the king held
eat feast for a thousand
Bhis nobles, and he was
nking wine in the presen
§ of the thousand.




en Belshazzar tasted
e, he gave orders to bri
the gold and silver vessels
which Nebuchadnezzar
is father had taken out o
" galhe temple

ich was in Jerusalem, ¢

1at the king and his noble
wives and his concubine
might drink from them.

1en they brought the g
sels that had been tak

ut of the temple, the hous

of God which was in
Jerusalem;
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d the king and his noble
S wives and his concubi
drank from them.

hey drank the wine an
aised the gods of gold an

ilver, of bronze, iron, wooc
and stone.

Suddenly the fingers of
man's hand emerged and
egan writing opposite the

ampstand on the plaster
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of the wall of the king's
‘palace, and the king saw
e back of the hand that
the writing.

1

en the king's face gre
pale and his thoughts
‘alarmed him, and his hip

B joints went slack and @
Is knees began knocking
watogether. s

he king called aloud t

bring in the conjurers,
- the Chaldeans and the
iviners. The king spoke an

- said to the wise men of
abylon, "Any man who ca
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ny man who can read t
inscription and explain its
interpretation to me shall

be clothed with purple

d have a necklace of gc
around his neck, and have
Uthority as third ruler in th

kingdom.”

hen all the king's wise
2N came in, but they co
ot read the inscription
make known its
terpretation to the king.




hen King Belshazzar w
‘greatly alarmed, his face
‘grew even paler, and his

nobles were perplexed.

The queen entered the
anguet hall because of th
words of the king and his

nobles;

> queen spoke and said,
(ing, live forever! Do not le
our thoughts alarm you o
your face be pale.
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1There is a man in your

ingdom in whom is a spiri
f the holy gods; and in the

days of your father,

llumination, insight anc

nvisdom like the wisdom
e gods were found in hi

King Nebuchadnezz:
bur father, your father t

ing, appointed him chief ¢
he magicians, conjurers,

Chaldeans and diviners.
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This was because an
extraordinary spirit,
- knowledge and insight,
interpretation of dreams,’
_ xplanatlon of enigmas an
50lving of dlfﬂcult problem

vere found in this Danie
whom the king named

elteshazzar. Let Daniel no

be summoned and he wil

_ declare the interpretation.

ven Daniel was brough

before the king. The king:
oke and said to Daniel, “/

you that Daniel
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0'is one of the exiles frd
udah, whom my father th
Ing brought from Judah=

ow | have heard about
at a spirit of the gods is
/ou, and that illumination

insight and extraordinary
isdom have been found i
YOU.

st now the wise men a
e conjurers were brought
vefore me that they might
read this inscription
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d make its interpretatic

nown to me, but they coul

ot declare the interpretatic
of the message.

ut | personally have hez
bout you, that you are abl

give interpretations anc
- solve difficult problems.

ow if you are able to rea
he inscription and makse

ts interpretation known tc

ne, you will be clothed wit
purple P
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wear a necklace of gc

ound your neck, and yc
~ will have authority as
the third ruler in the
kingdom.” p

en Daniel answered a

id before the king, “Kee
our gifts for yourself or giv
your rewards to someone

however, | will read the
nscription to the king anc
“make the mterpretatlon"”
known to him.
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8 O king, the Most High
od granted sovereignty, g
deur glory and majesty t
lebuchadnezzar your fathe

Because of the grande
ich He bestowed on hi
- all the peoples, nations
ind men of every languag:
ared and trembled befor
A hlm —

homever he wished he
illed and whomever he
vished he spared alive; anc

elevated and whomever he
_wished he humbled.
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20 But when his heart
was lifted up and his spirit
became so proud that he

behaved arrogantly,

e was deposed from hi

yal throne and his glory
taken away from him.

e was also driven awa

m mankind, and his he
as made like that of bea
nd his dwelling place wa:s
with the wild donkeys.
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Was given grass to eat |
cattle, and his body was
drenched with the dew of

heaven

til he recognized that

e Most High God is rul
over the realm of manki
- and that He sets over it
- whomever He wishes.

et you, his son, Belshaz:
- have not humbled your
2art, even though you kne
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but you have exalted

urself against the Lord
' heaven; and they have
rought the vessels of His
house before you, 8

nd you and your nobles
~ your wives andyour
' concubines have been

rinking wine from them,;

and you have praised
e gods of silver and gold,
ronze, iron, wood and sto
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hich do not see, hear o
derstand. But the God
whose hand are your life-
eath and all your ways, yc
2 have not glorified. 8

Then the hand was se |
oM Him and this inscriptic
was written out.2s

low this is the inscriptic
- that was written out:

" ‘MENE, MENE, TEKEL,
UPHARSIN.
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his is the interpretatio

he message: ‘'MENE'—Gac
s numbered your kingdol

and put an end to it.

27 ‘TEKEL'—you have

een weighed on the scale

and found deficient.

PERES'—your kingdom

een divided and given ove
the Medes and Persians
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Then Belshazzar gave
orders, and they clothec
aniel with purple and put
ecklace of gold around h|
neck,

1d issued a proclamatio
concerning him that
e now had authority a
the third ruler in the
kingdom. P

hat same night Belshaz
e Chaldean king was sl
~ 31So Darius the Mede
received the kingdom at
about the age of sixty-two
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What about This

~ Situation Invites the |

Judgment of God?

Four Elements

A False Source of
Security

1Belshazzar the king held a
great feast for a thousand of his
nobles, and he was drinking
wine in the presence of the
thousand.

A Dangerous Act of
Rebellion

3Then they brought the gold
vessels that had been taken out
of the temple, the house of God
which was in Jerusalem;
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A Knowing Course of
Rejection

22Yet you, his son, Belshazzar,
have not humbled your heart,
even though you knew all this,

R

A Clear
Pronouncement of
Judgment

26 This is the interpretation of
the message: ‘MENE'—God has
numbered your kingdom
and put an end to it.

It’s Too Late for
Belshazzar, but Not for

Take God’s Hand,
~ Don’t Fall under It.
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will deliver us out of your hand, O king. *®But if not, be it known to you, O king, that
‘gods or worship the go\den image that you have set u

e men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the burning fiery furnace.
ng Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to his counselors, “Did w
bound into the fire?" They answered and said to the king, “True, O king." % He answered and.
en unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of t
son of the gods:
Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he declared, “Shadrach, Meshac
1690, servants of the Most High God, come out, and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abe

s, who trusted in him, and set aside the king's command, and yielded up their bodies rather than sef
ny god except their own God. > Therefore | make a decree: Any peaple, nation, or language that:
gainst the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn imb from limb, and
dwhofs able to rescue n this way." 2 Then the king
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