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Finding the Forever Character of God

Back to the Beginning

A Walk through Genesis

The Judge of 

All the Earth

Genesis 18

Genesis 18

16 Then the men set out from there, and
they looked down toward Sodom. And
Abraham went with them to set them
on their way. 17 The LORD said, “Shall I
hide from Abraham what I am about to
do,
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Genesis 18

18 seeing that Abraham shall surely
become a great and mighty nation, and
all the nations of the earth shall
be blessed in him?

Genesis 18

19 For I have chosen him, that he may
command his children and his
household after him to keep the way of
the LORD by doing righteousness and
justice, so that the LORD may bring to
Abraham what he has promised him.”

Genesis 18

20 Then the LORD said, “Because the
outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is
great and their sin is very grave, 21 I will
go down to see whether they have done
altogether according to the outcry that
has come to me. And if not, I will
know.”
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Genesis 18

22 So the men turned from there and
went toward Sodom, but Abraham still
stood before the LORD. 23 Then
Abraham drew near and said, “Will you
indeed sweep away the righteous with
the wicked?

Genesis 18

24 Suppose there are fifty righteous
within the city. Will you then sweep
away the place and not spare it for the
fifty righteous who are in it?

Genesis 18

25 Far be it from you to do such a thing,
to put the righteous to death with the
wicked, so that the righteous fare as the
wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not
the Judge of all the earth do what is
just?”
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Genesis 18

26 And the LORD said, “If I find at
Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will
spare the whole place for their sake.”
27 Abraham answered and said,
“Behold, I have undertaken to speak to
the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes.

Genesis 18

28 Suppose five of the fifty righteous are
lacking. Will you destroy the whole city
for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not
destroy it if I find forty-five
there.” 29 Again he spoke to him and
said, “Suppose forty are found there.”
He answered, “For the sake of forty I
will not do it.”

Genesis 18

30 Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be
angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty
are found there.” He answered, “I will
not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31 He
said, “Behold, I have undertaken to
speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are
found there.” He answered, “For the
sake of twenty I will not destroy it.”
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Genesis 18

32 Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be
angry, and I will speak again but this
once. Suppose ten are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of ten I will not
destroy it.” 33 And the LORD went his
way, when he had finished speaking to
Abraham, and Abraham returned to his
place.

What Are the Qualities of 
the Divine Judge?

V.20 Then the LORD said, “Because the
outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is
great and their sin is very grave

God is a Just Judge.
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Psalm 9:7

But the Lord sits enthroned 
forever; he has established his 

throne for justice

God Does Not Lose Track of 
Wrongdoing.  He Does Not 

Forget the Cries of Suffering.

God is a Just Judge.  Are You 
Living as if He Is?
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V.32 Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord
be angry, and I will speak again but this
once. Suppose ten are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of ten I will not
destroy it.”

God is a Patient Judge.

2 Peter 3:3-4
3 knowing this first of all, that 

scoffers will come in the last days 
with scoffing, following their own 

sinful desires. 4 They will say, 
“Where is the promise of his 

coming? For ever since the fathers 
fell asleep, all things are continuing 
as they were from the beginning of 

creation.”

2 Peter 3:9

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his 
promise as some count slowness, but is 

patient toward you, not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should 

reach repentance.
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Absence of Immediate Penalty 
Should Not Be Taken as 

Evidence of a Right Moral Path.

God’s Patience is a Merciful 
Chance for Repentance.

Genesis 19:4-5 4 But before they lay
down, the men of the city, the men of
Sodom, both young and old, all the
people to the last man, surrounded the
house. 5 And they called to Lot, “Where
are the men who came to you tonight?
Bring them out to us, that we may know
them.”

God is a Moral Judge.

Ezekiel 16:49-50

Behold, this was the guilt of your sister 
Sodom: she and her daughters had 

pride, excess of food, and prosperous 
ease, but did not aid the poor and 

needy.  They were haughty and did an 
abomination before me.
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Jude 1:7

just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the 
surrounding cities, which likewise 
indulged in sexual immorality and 

pursued unnatural desire, serve as an 
example by undergoing a punishment 

of eternal fire.

2 Peter 2:7-10
7 and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly 
distressed by the sensual conduct of the 
wicked 8 (for as that righteous man lived 

among them day after day, he was 
tormenting his righteous soul over their 

lawless deeds that he saw and heard); 9 then 
the Lord knows how to rescue the godly 
from trials, and to keep the unrighteous 

under punishment until the day of 
judgment, 10 and especially those who 

indulge in the lust of defiling passion and 
despise authority.

God Alone is Our Moral 
Standard and Our Moral 

Standard Giver.

He is the Sole and Final Word 
on Right and Wrong.
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There Are Only Two Pleas before 
the Judge of All the Earth.

Justified or Unjustified.

How are You Relating to 
this Judge?
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